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Mahienour el-Masry, Alaa Abdel Fattah and Mohamed el-Baqer
Dear Counsellor,

On 22 September 2019, men in plain clothes arrested human rights lawyer Mahienour el-Masry at the Supreme State Security Prosecution (SSSP) building in Cairo and bundled her into a minivan to an undisclosed location. She was at the SSSP to follow up on the investigations of those who have been arrested over protests that broke out on 20 and 21 September. She is accused of "collaborating with a terrorist organization to achieve its goals", “spread​ing false news”, and "using social media to publish false rumors". The prosecutor ordered her detention pending in​vestigations. 

On 29 September, Alaa Abdel Fattah was arrested at the Dokki police station in Cairo. Later that day, Mohamed el-Baqer, one of Alaa Abdel Fattah’s lawyers, arrived to represent him and was detained. Both men are detained in pre-trial detention pending investigations for “joining an illegal organization”, “receiving foreign funding”, “spreading false news”, and “misusing social media”. 

I'm urging you to release Mahienour el-Masry, Alaa Abdel Fattah and Mohamed el-Baqer, immediately and un​conditionally. Pending their release, please make sure that they have access to lawyers and family and ensure they are protected from torture and other ill-treatment. I would also like to ask you to open an investigation into the tor​ture of Alaa Abdel Fattah and to bring all those responsible to justice.

Yours sincerely,

