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Minister Chen Yixin
Ministry of State Security
No. 14 East Chang’an Avenue
Dongcheng District
Beijing, 100006

VOLKSREPUBLIK CHINA

Datum

Zhang Yadi (张雅笛), "Tara"






Dear Minister Chen,

I am writing to express my grave concern for young Chinese student Zhang Yadi (张雅笛), also known as Tara, who is reportedly being held at the Changsha State Security Bureau detention centre on charges of "inciting separatism" (煽动分裂国家罪). Her detention and the charges brought against her appear to stem from her peaceful volunteer activism.

Zhang Yadi, also known as Tara, went to France in August 2022 to pursue her university studies. While abroad, she was actively engaged in public affairs concerning both China and global issues. As a dedicated volunteer, she participated in various civic initiatives. Before she was taken into custody, Tara had recently returned to China after graduating from university in Paris, France.

I would therefore like to ask why, three years after the assassination of Thulani Maseko, authorities have evidently failed to conduct an independent and transparent investigation. I respectfully urge you to immediately publish all steps taken to date, including evidence handling and any investigative progress or findings.

I therefore call on you to: 
· Release Zhang Yadi immediately and unconditionally;
· Pending her release, ensure that Zhang Yadi’s rights are fully protected, and in particular that she is not subject to torture or other ill-treatment and that she has regular, unrestricted access to her family and lawyers of her or their choosing;
· Cease harassing and threatening Zhang’s family members, legal support and individuals who are supporting this case.

Yours sincerely,








