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Dear Co-Presidents Daniel Ortega and Rosario Murillo,

I am very concerned about the death in custody of Brooklyn Rivera, who was subjected to enforced disappearance in late September 2023. It was not until late November 2024 – 14 months later – that the Nicaraguan authorities admitted to holding him. 

Brooklyn Rivera was a leader of the Miskito Indigenous people and founder of the indigenous political party YATAMA. His death followed the deterioration of his health while he was being arbitrarily detained. During this time, the authorities held him without confirming his whereabouts, without access to his family or to trusted legal counsel, and without independent oversight to verify his situation. Amnesty International repeatedly warned that these circumstances placed his personal integrity and life at risk. His death cannot be met with silence. Under international human rights standards, all deaths in state custody must be investigated, as they may constitute unlawful deaths and, therefore, a violation of the right to life. 

I urge you to ensure that Brooklyn Rivera’s death in state custody will be promptly, effectively and independently investigated. Furthermore, the Nicaraguan authorities have an obligation to provide Brooklyn Rivera’s family with immediate and unrestricted access to all information related to his detention, the conditions in which he was deprived of his liberty, and the circumstances of his death. They must also ensure the dignified return of his remains to his family.

Yours sincerely,
 









