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Ibtissame „Betty“ Lachgar






Dear Prime Minister,

I am gravely concerned about the unjust imprisonment and prosecution of Ibtissame "Betty" Lachgar. In August 2025, she was detained after she posted a photo of herself on social media wearing a T-shirt reading "Allah is lesbian." Shortly thereafter, the activist was sentenced to two and a half years’ imprisonment and a fine for "causing harm to Islam".

The content of her social media post is protected expression under international human rights law which allows for the prohibition of expression only in very limited circumstances. The prosecution and conviction of Betty Lachgar are contrary to Morocco’s obligations under human rights law. The activist is in urgent need of an operation – she is in bad health and is being kept in solitary confinement. Yet her requests for provisional release on medical grounds have so far been denied.

I urge you to immediately release Ibtissame "Betty" Lachgar and to quash her conviction, which stems solely from her exercise of the right to freedom of expression. Pending her release, authorities must provide her with adequate healthcare that she urgently requires.

Yours sincerely,











